Vienna Chamber of Commerce
Newsletter – April 2010

A Great Success!!
The results are in and it is unanimous!  The Second Annual Ladies Night Out was a huge success.  In addition to the vendors and Chamber staff, a grand total of 150 ladies enjoyed an evening of food, fun and prizes.  

The evening began with Andrew Stratman and Chelsey Jones who sang and played guitar for everyone’s entertainment.  They did a wonderful job and were very well received.  Then “Howie Mandel” (aka Gary Stratman) made his grand entrance and several lucky ladies were chosen to play “Deal or No Deal”.  Ashley Moreland was the big winner, managing to make the right deals to win the top prize of $200.  Carol Steinman was the lucky winner of the big attendance prize – a $100 gift certificate to Gold Nugget Jewelry.  

Many local businesses donated prizes for the drawing at the end of the evening, sending lots of ladies home with very nice gifts.  No one went home empty handed, as each table had a basket of Easter eggs filled with money or lottery tickets as an extra surprise for everyone.

Expertly arranged meat and fruit trays were available on each table, allowing ladies to snack at their leisure throughout the evening.  Leann Kloeppel, one of the vendors, supplied delicious cake samples for everyone, and Missouri Vein Care generously supplied tote bags so that each lady could visit the vendors and stash their purchases.  There was a good start in each bag, as they were loaded with donated “goodies”, including a $5.00 coupon for G&W Foods.

The Chamber would like to thank the following for their help and donations:  Maries County Bank for the supplying the money for “Deal or No Deal”, First Community National Bank for financing the entertainment, Becky and the crew at Maries Manor for arranging the food trays, and Angie Thompson of The Flower Basket for donating the table cloths and balloons.  

The Chamber held a special meeting the following Tuesday to discuss the event.  The feedback each member received was positive and ways to improve were brought up.  There are plans to increase the seating for the next Ladies Night Out, since some people had to be turned away this year.  Ways to enhance the food were mentioned, and several vendors have already expressed an interest in coming back.  It takes a great amount of work and preparation to put on this event, and new volunteers have already come forward!  Everyone’s help is appreciated so if you’d like to help with Ladies Night Our, or any Chamber event, contact any committee member.

Other Chamber Business

The Chamber committee began planning the Annual Craft Sale that will take place in October.  Vivian reported that vendors are already booking booths, so if you know someone who wants to be a part of the Sale, have them get in touch with Vivian.
Preliminary plans for the Second Annual Lighting of Square for Christmas have already begun as well. 

This and That
Henry Ford invented charcoal briquettes using scrap wood left over from the manufacture of the Model T.

There are 34 bathrooms in The White House.

“A day without laughter is a day wasted.” – Charlie Chaplin

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up.  The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.” – Thomas A. Edison

Chamber Newsletter Contact Information

Gary Stratman at gstratman@fcnbanks.com or 573-422-6200.

Please note:  There will be no Chamber of Commerce meeting in April or May.  The next meeting will take place June 30th at noon in the board room of First Community National Bank.  
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